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A vision for the future

AL

From 7 to 10 March 2006, the International Confeeeon Agrarian Reform and Rural Development
(ICARRD) in Porto Alegre, Brazil, brought togetHerd00 participants representing 92 FAO Member
States, various international institutions and rogg@ernmental organisations and over 150 divil
society organisations.

During the four-day Conference, the participantden@ed the various agrarian reform experiments
introduced throughout the world, analysed their aotp the processes and the mechanisms used,
examined the roles played by the different actovelved and, finally, dicussed the proposals to| be
made for future action programmes. The ICARRD hetlpet the issues of agrarian reform and rural
development back on the international agenda, thdoka participatory approach involving all
interested parties.

For more information on the ICARRD and to consh# Final Declaration, see the Conference yweb
site at:.www.icarrd.org
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Box 1: The concept of rurality in West Africa remans to be defined

The concept of rurality is the subject of losignding debate and controversy. From this debaeDECD ha
selected three criteria defining rurality:

- Population density and the size lfiman settlements: typically rural areas have pmpulation
density and small, scattered human settlements;

- Land use and the predominance of agriculture aresfoy; limited area covered by buildings;
“Traditional” social structures and community idénaind heritage issues.

The typology of regions is determined in relatiortheir degree of rurality (predominantly ruragrsficantly
rural, or predominantly urban). The proportion bé tpopulation from basic rural communities (firevédl
units) deérmines the degree of rurality of regions. The shodds used to distinguish the typology of regi
are generally over 50% for the “predominantly rutgpology and between 50 and 15% for “significgr
rural” regions. It quickly becomes clear that #nesiteria respond inadequately to changes in rswaieties
and to their differences, whether in West Africaetsewhere in the world. Agreement has yet to behed ir
order to define and characterise rural areas ardglityuin a coherent and uniformmanner, with a view t
understanding all the dimensions of rural develapnaad building the basis needed for the developrog
related statistics and analysis.
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Degree of rurality in West Africa, 1960 - 2020

(By administrative entity)
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Figures not presented

Population of towns
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© Sahel and West Afiica Club / OECD 2007
Source: Figures taken from the WALTPS, Club du Sahel / OECD
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Box 2 — Urbanization consumption of wood fuel andltarcoal in West Africa

In many West African towns, especially in peri-urbareas, obtaining wood fuahd charcoal is mol
difficult: resources are being depleted and itésessary to go further afield. For examPlaagadougo
currently obtains wood fuel from about 150 km awlayensive wood fuednd charcoal harvesting for t
Dakar market has pushed the current area of sugplfar as 400 km away. Lagos is supplied !
charcoal originating from an even greater distance.

Source: FAO (2003 Forestrv outlook studv for Afri.. Sub reaion: report for West Africe
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Box 3 — Global warming in West Africa

Studies show that the African continent has beermivey through the 20th century at the rate of al
0.05°C per decade with slightly greater warminghie June-November season than in Decerivay- By
the year 2000, the five warmest years in Africa Bldccurred since 1988, with 1995 and 1998 bl
two warmest years. This rate of warming is simitarthat experienced globally, and theripds of mos
rapid warming — the 1910s to 1930s and the posf4.9have occurred simultaneously in Africa and the

of the world.

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Setiép://www.grida.no/climate/vitalafrica/english/@tm
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Box 4 — Investments and agriculture in Senegal

Since 2000, Senegal has demonstrated its willirgtepromote the development of commercial farm
replacing family farming. The groundnut sector gteg receiving the public support it got earlier. iWln
the 1960sthe groundnut sector contributed to 60% of farBPGand 80% of export receipts, its curr
contribution is 6.5% of the agricultural GDP.

Conversely, emphasis was placed on agriculturagrdification and the development of food process
Although ro precise statistics are available, investmentsnedeto be limited to commercial farming
Dakar’s periurban zone in the horticultural sector (French beamerry tomatoes and mangoes) an
intensive livestock farming (milk and meat). Thé@seestmats were made in the Niayes region and Ser
River valley for developing the tomato processimgpuistry.

At the same time, donors began to withdraw fronalrdievelopment financing and Official Developm
Assistance (ODA) continued to focus on irrighgriculture, particularly in the Senegal Riverllgia and
Delta region. Income inflows from the diasporacemparable to the amount of Official Developmr
Assistance received — represent an essential shaoeal income. But the latter is not geneyalivested ir
economic activities in the rural environment.

Source: World Bank, ASPRODEB (2007))
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Sénégambie méridionale: Palm oil trade
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Box 5 — The effects of the CFA franc devaluation omtra-regional trade:
the case of the cattle sector

The 50% CFA franc’s devaluation in 1994 had wideagr implications for West Africa’s agricultu
market. Overall, it tended to favour the profitabilibf export sectors, while regional market sectostig,
cereals, etc.) witnessed a mixed situation. Onatther hand, the end consumers’ food purchasing p
eroded.

In the early 1990s, the Sahel's cattle sector fatdti competition from extraAfrican imports in coaste
countries. The expected effect of the currencyigatietion in the franc area improved the Saheleni®ss’
competitiveness and, consequently, led to a bettegration of the rgional market. The devaluation to
place in a favourable context associated with thging of procedures governing exports from Sahi
countries to coastal countries and the reductidausbpean export subsidies.

Thus, in the short and medium tertime Sahelian sectors saw their share in coastaltigomarkets improve
especially in Ghana and Coéte d’lvoire. For Malipesrt market shares rose from 23% to 42% betwee
1990/93 and 1994/97 periods. In Burkina Faso, teeae went up from 40% to 55%.

Source: Sahel Institute (199&)njeux et perspectives quatre ans apres la dévialuaiu FCFA
Yade Mbaye et al (1999The Role of Regional Trade in Agricultural Transf@tion: The Case of West Africa followin
the devaluation of the CFA Franc
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Box 5 — Decentralisation in rural areas in Mali

The territorial reorgasation process was initiated in 1995 in Mali. lvgaise to 703 rural and urb
communes in the country. The responsibilities nfral commune in Mali covered:

Development planning and infrastructure developmeltity
Commune-level water supplies

Building and maintenance of the commune’s roadways

Market management and economic development

Land organisation, natural resource managemenlisaidduse management
Waste and waste water management

Primary education and local health system orgainisat

However, the implementation of these duties reméimged — the central administration’s powers .
only partially transferred. Communes do not havectmfinancial autonomy: on average, commt
collect CFAF 2,500 per inhabitant. Of this budgitey allocateonly CFAF 600 per inhabitant
expenditure for facilities. Finally, local represatives are sometimes inadequately trained in jitgnand
management techniques and methods.

Source: GTZ (2005): Democratisation in rural aiea#/est Africa.
MDP (2003): Status of decentralisation in Africa.
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